IMPORTANT!

Emergency 9-1-1
Police Non-Emergency
713-884-3131

For General Information, Contact
Your Local Police Station or 3-1-1
(Numbers Provided Below)
or
Contact Public Affairs at
713-308-3200

For more information, visit
www.houstonpolice.org

HOUSTON POLICE STATIONS

Airport-Bush

Airport-Hobby

281-230-6800
713-845-6800

Central 713-247-4400
Clear Lake 281-218-3800
Eastside 713-928-4600
Fondren 713-773-7900
Kingwood 281-913-4500
Midwest 832-394-1200
North 281-405-5300
Northeast 713-635-0200
Northwest 713-744-0900
South Central 832-394-0200
Southeast 713-731-5000
Southwest 713-314-3900
Special Ops. 832-394-0000
Westside 281-584-4700

Important Information
About Traffic Stop
Procedure

Houston Police
Department



There are many traffic laws and regulations
in place to help ensure the safety of Hous-
ton’s motorists. Law enforcement personnel
are charged with the responsibility of enforc-
ing the law. Although a traffic stop can be a
very stressful occurrence for a motorist,
please be aware that traffic stops can be
very dangerous for police officers also. By
observing a few guidelines, you can help
ease your own tension as well as that of the
officer.

When a police officer signals you to pull
over:

e Pull over as far to the right as possi-
ble. This provides a margin of safety
f<|>r the officer to approach your vehi-
cle.

¢ Roll down the vehicle’s windows.
e Turn off the ignition.

e Turn on yoyr interior light (if the stop
occurs at night).

e Place your hands on the steering
wheel until the officer can make a
safety evaluation as he/she ap-
proaches the vehicle.

e Avoid making any sudden or reaching
movements.

¢ Please stay in your vehicle.

The officer DOES have the authority to ask
you to get out of the car. If the officer asks
you to get out of the car, walk to the rear of
the vehicle to the side away from traffic, or
as directed by the officer using the car as a
barrier. Do not stand between your vehicle
and the police vehicle for safety purposes.

Once the officer makes his safety assess-
ment, he/she will request your operator's
license and proof of financial responsibility.

e Please provide all the requested infor-
mation (license and proof of insur-
ance).

The officer will then inform the motorist of
the violation for which the traffic stop was
made.

e Do not attempt to argue with the offi-
cer. This may only aggravate an al-
ready stressful situation.

The officer may issue a warning, or the mo-
torist may receive a traffic citation.
(See citation procedure)

Once the business with the officer is com-
pleted, the motorist should proceed with
caution back into the flow of traffic.

Explanation of the Citation Procedure
The officer may or may not elect to give
a citation. If a citation is issued, the mo-
torist will be requested to sign the bot-
tom of the citation. THIS IS NOT AN AD-
MISSION OF GUILT. The signature sim-
ply confirms that the motorist promises
to appear in court at the time and date
specified on the citation. The motorist
will have his/her day in court if he/she
disagrees with the citation.

If the motorist refuses to sign the cita-
tion, this means the motorist is refusing
to promise to appear in court at the ap-
pointed time. The officer then has the
right to take that person to jail to post a
monetary bond.

If a citation is signed and the person
fails to appear in court, he/she is in vio-
lation of the law and is guilty of that
misdemeanor, regardless of whether he/
she was guilty of the traffic violation.
The judge will issue a warrant for arrest.

If that motorist is stopped by an officer,
and there is a warrant out for his/her ar-
rest, the motorist will be taken into cus-
tody.

If you have any additional questions, con-
tact Houston Police Public Affairs at (713)
308-3200 or ask a Houston Police Officer.
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